
Rachel’s perspective on
introducing children to
nature serves as an
inspiration to parents
and teachers alike. Her
insightful comments
deepen our capacity to
enjoy the natural world
around us. Exposure to
nature, psychologists
tell us, can open the
door to feelings and
experiences that form
an essential aspect of
our human biological
inheritance. This
Rachel called the

“Sense of Wonder.” In her fifth book, The Sense of Wonder
(published posthumously in 1965), Rachel wrote, “If a child is
to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder ... he needs the
companionship of at least one
adult who can share it,
rediscovering with him the joy,
excitement and mystery of the
world we live in.” (The Sense of Wonder)

This love of nature, that can begin
as a Sense of Wonder in the child,
can become in the adult a source of
strength and healing, as it did for
Rachel Carson. She wrote: “There
is something infinitely healing in the
repeated refrains of nature - the assurance
that dawn comes after the night and spring
after the winter.” (The Sense of Wonder) and
“Those who contemplate the beauty of the
earth find reserves of strength that will
endure as long as life lasts.”
(The Sense of Wonder)
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LIVING HER LEGACY

Rachel Carson’s message is
invaluable today, in the face of the

overwhelming challenges posed by global warming,
chemical contamination, and environmental
destruction. These threaten our present and future
existence. Making an ecological perspective an
integral part of our lives is an all-important
task, today. Replacing harmful pesticides with
low-risk alternative methods for a beautiful lawn
and garden is achievable, but it is only one piece
of the greater picture. The ten criteria that
follow, derived from Rachel’s writings, are
offered as guidance for individual and community
actions that will contribute to “the preservation
of our earth.” (Silent Spring)
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LIVING HER LEGACY CONTINUED
1. Our Need for Nature: We must immediately begin to

cultivate a respectful, harmonious relationship with
nature in all spheres of society, acknowledging the
primacy of nature’s services that provide clean air, pure
water, healthy food, and also help regulate climate.

2. Progress Redefined: Progress must be measured, not in
short-term economic gains, but by the extent to which
society’s needs can be integrated successfully within
nature’s complexity.

3. Global Warming Reduced: Rachel observed that the earth’s
“climate is changing ... into a warm cycle of unknown
duration.” (The Edge of the Sea, 1955) Since Carson’s day this
change has accelerated, now almost reaching the point of
no return. We need to: (a) Replace polluting power sources
(carbon-based and nuclear) with sustainable energy
solutions. (b) Reject ecosystem destruction that reduces
diversity and may even wipe out entire species. Nature’s
many life-forms make our planet habitable.

4. Benefits of Preserving Nature: For people of all ages, contact
with nature has been found to benefit them and help them
lead healthier lives. Wild places can provide the services
essential for our society to function. If the present rate of
degradation continues, it is probable that these services will
be significantly diminished in the future. Preserving wild
places and species (for example: frogs, bees and fish) is as
therapeutic for humanity as it is vital for nature.

5. Keeping Within the Capacity of Planet Earth: With regard
to increasing human population pressure, and the
resultant resource use and waste production - the
capacity of our planet to care for future generations
should be a paramount consideration.

6. Safety of Chemical Products and Technologies: Those
involved with developing chemical products (for example:
pyrethroid and neonicotinoid pesticides) or technologies
(for example: nanotechnology and genetic engineering)
should be required to prove safety to both human and
ecological health, before they are released into the
environment. If data is incomplete, appropriate action
should be taken to avoid possible harm. Any chemicals or
technologies threatening public health or the environment



should be banned. Remedial action must be taken when
chemicals in the environment combine to produce
hazards, regardless of their individual toxicity profiles.

7. Other Roads: Rachel Carson’s “The Other Road:” advises us
to use biological, low-risk methods to control unwanted
organisms (pests), to “assure the preservation of our earth.”
(Silent Spring:, Chapter 17) Today’s “green” alternatives in
manufacturing, construction, and in designing commun-
ities lead in the direction of Carson’s “Other Road.”

8. The Right to Know:

• Multiple chemical and/or technological exposures: The
risks associated with exposure of humans or wildlife to
multiple chemicals and/or multiple technological develop-
ments must be researched, and then fully disclosed. (“Lack
of data” does NOT necessarily mean “lack of harm.”)

• Adverse effect monitoring: Monitoring adverse effects
of a chemical or product needs to take place both before
and after it is on the market. These findings need to be
available to users.

• Disclosure of hazardous components: All hazardous
components, present in a product should be disclosed -
no components should be hidden. So-called “inert
ingredients” in pesticide products should be identified.

9. Habitat Preservation: Habitats, need to be protected
from hazardous contamination. Neither people nor
wildlife can be healthy in toxic environments.

10. Speaking Truth to Power: For individuals with
environmental awareness, speaking out should be
both a privilege and a duty.
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RACHEL CARSON COUNCIL, INC. (RCC)

“An Association for the Integrity of the Environment”:

RCC is an award-winning, 501(c)(3) non-profit. One of Rachel’s enduring legacies,

RCC was founded the year after her death to continue the efforts started with Silent

Spring. RCC researches the impact of pesticides and low-risk, pest management

alternatives—fostering a sense of wonder and respect for nature as did Rachel

Carson. RCC provides information on and photographs of Rachel Carson.
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